A Paſtoral Letter 
FROM | 
The Four Catholic Biſhops 
To the Lay-Catholics of England 


Piſcopal Authority, dear Brethren, of 
which you and your Catholic Anceſtors 
have been long deprived ; being lately, 

by a merciful Providence of God, and the 
Piety of his Majeſty, reſtored unto you : And 
Our Perſons, though unworthy of ſuch a Dig- 
nity, made Choice of to bear the Weight, 
and undergo the Sollicitude annexed to it : 
We have judged it proper, before we ſepa- 
rate ourſelves in Order to a Diſcharge of 
our Duties 1n the reſpective Counties com- 
mitted to our Care, to join in a common 
Addreſs unto you all, hoping that what 
comes thus directed by an united Application, 
will make a deeper Impreſſion on your minds 
and diſpoſe you to an eaſier Compliance with 
the fatherly Admonitions, which every one 
in his particular Diſtrict, ſhall think fit to be 
made unto you. 
Your Condition for many Years paſt hath 
been ſuch as enabled you to manifeſt a Sted- 
faſtneſs in your „ rather by ſuffer- 
ng 
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ing for it in your own Perſons, than by contri- 


buting actively towards the Planting it in 
the Minds and Hearts of your Fellow-Snb- 
jects. The Exerciſe of it hath been private 
and precarious, tending rather towards the 
Preſervation of it in yourſelves, than a Pro- 
pagation of it in others. But now ye are in 
Circumſtances of letting it appear Abroad; 
and edifying your Neighbours by Profeſſing 
it publickly, and hving up to the Rules pre- 
ſcribed by it. | 1 
We need not tell you, what Obligation 


vou lie under on this Account, and how un- 


juſtifiable your Behaviour will be in the Fudg-- 
ment of God and Men, if it be not con» 
formable to thoſe Rules ; if the Liberty you 
enjoy, of Profeſſing your Religion, be not 
improved into the Practices ſuitable to the 
Sanctity thereof; and if the Truth of your 
Faith be not manifeſted by an Examplarity in 
your Lives. 

Charity, which the Apoſtle declares to be 
the End of the Law, is the Virtue by 
which your Faith is to operate, and be 
kept alive: Your Underſtandings may be 


united without it, but your Hearts cannot. 


Ephe. 1. 


gans: We conjure you, as he did them, 


This latter Union 1s that which maintains the 
former, and renders it uſeful towards obtain- 
ing the End for which it is beftowed upon you. 

We cannot mind you of this important 
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Duty, with Words more expreſſive of what 


we deſire, than thoſe which the fame A- 
poſtle made Uſe of to exhort the Epbe- 
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to the Lay-Catholics of England, 
to walk in a Manner worthy of the Vocation 
by which you are called, with all Humility 
and Meekneſs, with Patience ſupporting one 
another in Charity, ſollicitous for maintaining 
the Unity of Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
lou ſee of how great Concern this Unity 
of Spirit is unto you, by the Care that the A- 
”= takes to have it well guarded. You 
ikewiſe may obſerve the Quality of the Guard 
which is ſet to ſecure it. The Employment 
of ordinary Guards is to ſecure Peace, but here 
Peace itſelf is appointed to be the Guard: 
Peace in the firſt Place with God, by an en- 
tire Submiſſion to the Orders of his Divine 
Providence, from which co- naturally follows 
a Peace within yourſelves, and a Peace with 
your Fellow-Subjects. 

As Peace is a ſecure Guard to the Spirit of 
true Religion and Piety, ſo it is by the Apoſ- 
tle ranked in the third Place among the Fruits 
of the Spirit. The Soul centers in God by 
Charity, and finding there an entire Satisfac- 
tion, reſts in Peace. t | 

Our Intention in exhorting you to a Prac- 
tice of Charity, is not that it be confined to 
Perſons of your own Religion : Such Confine- 
ment would be a Deſtruction of it ; for true 
Charity has no Bounds. You muſt love thoſe 
of your Religion, becauſe they are ſo; and 
others, that as they profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, they may become Members of the 
Catholic Church. You muſt evidence your 
Love towards theſe, by an inoffenſiveneſs in 
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The Memory of paſt Hardſhips, which you 
have ſuffered from amongſt them, may be apt 
to create provoking Animoſities z and the Li- 
berty you now enjoy may poſſibly tempt you 
to inſujt over thoſe, who formerly abridged. 
you of it : But ir muſt be your Care to pre- 
vent or ſuppreſs all ſuch irregular Motions. 
You muſt endeavour to tread in the Foot-ſteps 
of our Divine Maſter, who was ſo far from 
making ſuch paſſionate Returns, that he did 
not forbear, even in the Height of his Perſe- 
cutions, to ſignalize the Exceſs of his Charity 
to thoſe who were guilty of them. St. Peter 
puts you in Mind of this, propoſing the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt to your Imitation; who when 
his Enemies treated him with moſt outragious 
Language, was far from anſwering them in 
the aa, Dialect : When he was provoked by 
them to the higheſt Degree of a juſt Indig- 
nation, he did not ſo much as threaten them 
with the Exerciſe of his Power; the fame 
Apoſtle leaving us a Character of true Chriſ- 
tians, declares, They muſt be unanimous, 
compaſſionate, Lovers of the Brotherhood, 
merciful, modeſt, humble, not rendering Evil 
for Evil, Railing for Railing; but, on the 
contrary, returning Bleſſings to thoſe, who 
treated them in this Manner. 

Now if in Quality of true Chriſtians, you 
ought to live up to this Character ; if you 
ought to make it good in the moſt provoking 
Circumſtances, that Providence might place 
you in; What is to be expected from you in 
theſe which at preſent you are favoured with? 
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You are indulged in a publick Exerciſe of your 
Religion; a great Part of the Nation, whoſe 
Perſuaſion in Points of Religion, doth differ 
molt from yours, and which in Time paſt hath 
been ſevere upon your Perſons, is willing to 
enter into a friendly Correſpondence with you ; 
and if ſome others do repine at your being 
Sharers in the Liberty, which themſelves en- 
Joy with much greater Advantage ; the moſt 
effectual Means to convince them of their Er- 
ror, is to edify them by your good Example. 
You live under a Prince of your own Religion, 
to whom, next unto God, you owe this Feli- 
city. You have his Power to protect you in 
the free Exerciſe of your Religion, and his 
Example to encourage your Diſcharge of this 
Duty in a moſt edifying Manner. 
His Majeſty's Aſſidiouſneſs at the Divine 
Service, and other Functions performed in his 
Chapel, notwithſtanding the Multitude of 
weighty Affairs, which might frequently ex- 
cuſe him from ſuch Attendance; the reſpect- 
ful Poſture in which he performs his Religious 
Duty, and which argues a Preſence of Mind, 
no leſs than of his Body, cannot but invite 
you, both as good Catholics and good Sub- 
jects to a conformity with ſo eminent a Pattern. 
What Buſineſs can diſpenſe you from Diſ- 
charging theſe Obligations, when you ſee his 
Majeſty under the Weight of the whole Go- 
vernment ſo punctual in his Compliance with 

them? | 
It may ſeem needleſs to ſuggeſt unto you 
another Obligation you lie under, not oy of 
| aſſive 
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Paſſive Obedience to his Majeſty's Orders re- 
lating to the Government, but alſo of an ac- 
tive and chearful Concurrence with him there- 
in: Your own Safety and Intereſt being con- 
cerned in this, and depending on it, are ſuf- 
ficient Inducements for your endeavouring to 
give full Satisfaction in this Point. 

His Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed, 
not only to favour you with his Royal Protec- 
tion, but moreover, to honour many amongſt 
you with a Share of the Government under 
him. He hath admitted you to Employments 
both Civil and Military, from which by the 
Severity of our Laws you have formerly been 
excluded. He hath placed you in Circum- 
ſtances of manifeſting to the World, that it 
was neither Want of Loyalty nor Adility, that 
occaſioned your former Excluſion. He hath 
capacitated you herby to remove the Preju- 
dices, which in former Reigns, your Religion 
and Perſons have lain under. So that henceforth 
there will be no Reaſon to apprehend your be- 
ing Sufferers, or that your Fellow-Subjects 
will be preferr'd before you in Management 
of publick Truſts, on their Accounts, ſince Re- 
ligion is no longer a Bar to your Preferment. 
We therefore earneſtly deſire thoſe amongſt 
you, who are already in Offices, ſo to behave 
themſelves in them, that neither his Majeſty 
may have Occaſion to repent, nor his other 
Subjects to — at the Choice he hath made 
of them. We exhort thoſe, who are not yet 
in publick Employment, 40 bear their Lots 
with Modeſty and Patience, without Murmur- 
ing 
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ing or Envy: We conjure you all to abſtain 
from Speaking or Acting any Thing that may 
ſeem to have the leaſt indecent Reflexion upon 
the Government: The Councils of Kings 
are facred, as well as their Perſons; and 
it is a Kind of Sacrilege in Subjects to be 
too bold with either: Their Duty is not to 
approach their Perſons, but with Reſpect; 
nor diſcourſe of their Councils without Sub- 
miſſion. 


Let every Soul (we ſpeak to you again in 


the Words of St. Paul) be ſubject to higher Fam. xiii. 


Powers, for there is no Power but of God: 
Therefore he that reſiſteth the Power, re- 
fiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
who reſiſt, do purchaſe to themſelves Dam- 
nation. What in this Text of the Apoſ- 
tle is faid of higher Powers, muſt be under- 
ſtood not only of the Supreme Authority, 
which is ſeated in the King's Perſon, but pro- 
portionably alſo of that which his Majeſty is 
pleaſed to impart to his Miniſters of State, and 
other Magiſtrates in their reſpective Stations. 
It is the King that acts principally in, and by 
thoſe ſubordinate Officers : His Royal Charac- 
ter being ſtamped upon them, challengeth reſ- 
pect from the reſt of his Subjects, and renders 
their Failings therein a Treſpaſs in ſome Mea- 
ſure againſt Majeſty itſelf. . 

Having thus minded you of the general and 
more ſubſtantial 8 — on you. 
We do not j it either nece or proper 
to deſcend 7 5 to ſuch others, RR of 
a more ſpecial Nature: Occaſions ——_— 
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will not be wanting of inculcating theſe, het 
we enter into our reſpective Provinces, where 
we are to dedicate our Labours to your ſpi- 
ritual Improvement. And we hope to find 


ſuch Diſpoſitions, as by rendering our Paſto- - 


ral Sollicitude profitable to you, may make it 
eaſy and — to ourſelves. Pray for 
us. And the God of Peace, who brought 
out from the Dead, the great Paſtor of the 
Sheep, in the Blood of the Eternal Teſtament, 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fit you in all Good- 
neſs, working in you, that which is pleaſing 
in his Sight. 


Your moſt affeFionate 
Servants in Chriſt, 


John, Biſhop of Adramite, V. A. | 
Bonaventure, Biſhop of Madoura, V. A. 
Philip, Biſbop of Aureliople, V. A. 
James, Biſhop of Callipoh, V. A. 
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